Aicardi's syndrome: a result of overdistention of the neural tube. The absent pineal gland.
The clinical picture of the Aicardi syndrome consists of a mentally retarded female infant with seizures, who lacks a corpus callosum and a pineal gland. There is Dandy-Walker malformation, vertebral anomalies, chorioretinopathy, coloboma, and heterotopia of gray matter. Since overdistention of the neural tube is the cause of each of these anatomic features, the same cause is responsible for the complete syndrome.